International
experience in
COVID-19
response by
countries and
international
organizations

Expert webinar
Hosted by the Word Bank Moscow Office

April 22, 2020
Guest speakers:
Hans-Martin Boehmer, Adjunct Professor, Columbia University
Yuriy Zaitsev, Senior Research Officer, RANEPA

UN Response –
Shared
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Global Overview of Preparedness
• Act decisively and early to
prevent the further spread or
quickly suppress the transmission
of COVID-19 and save lives
• Urgently strengthen the resilience
of health systems.
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Global Solidarity
Education:
• Widespread school closures
• Limited on-line learning
• Uncertainty
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And when we get past this crisis, we
will face a choice – go back to the
world we knew before or deal
decisively with those issues that make
us all unnecessarily vulnerable to this
and future crises. Everything we do
during and after this crisis must be
with a strong focus on building more
equal and inclusive societies that are
more resilient in the face of
pandemics, climate change, and the
many other challenges we face.

USA
• $ 100 million for developing countries to combat COVID-19
(07.02.2020):
• promoting global and regional coordination;
• laboratory, disease surveillance and rapid response
capacity building.
UK

External Aid

• £ 210 million is supposed to be used to conduct international
R&D to identify vaccines against COVID-19.
Russia
• Humanitarian operation to Italy: 15 aircrafts with medical and
nursing teams and equipment for the fight against coronavirus;
• Aid to USA: plane with medical equipment and face masks
(01.04.2020).
• Aid to EAEU countries: humanitarian aid in the form of test
systems for testing for the presence of coronavirus infection in
the human body (more than 70,000 of tests).

USA
The Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020
•

National
actions and
plans

$8.3 billion in emergency funding for federal agencies:
• $6.7 billion designated for the domestic response;
• $1.6 billion designated for the international response:

EU
€37 billion Coronavirus Response Investment Initiative
•

SURE - Support mitigating Unemployment Risks in Emergency (€100 billion)

•

EU Solidarity for Health Initiative worth €3billion

Germany
German government is to spend €122.5bn to counter the slump caused by the coronavirus
Russia
•

RUB 1.4 trillion is reserved in the budget for implementation of anti-crisis measures.

•

The fight against coronavirus and the crisis associated with its spread will cost the
budget 2.8% of GDP;
• RUB 2-3 trillion are needed to support business in connection with the
coronavirus epidemic.

Constraints of
national
actions

• Nominal interest rates are currently close to
zero in most major advanced economies reduce
the effectiveness of monetary policy;
• Reductions in fiscal deficits mean there is more
scope for supportive fiscal action:
• high public debt levels and the desire not to
underwrite ‘zombie’ companies that may
have been sustained by a decade of ultralow interest rates remain constraints
• Reduced consumer demand in conditions of
self-isolation may set from 40 to 50% (McKinsey
estimates);

India (IMF Policy Tracker)
• 10,824 active COVID-19 cases as of April 16, with 420 deaths attributed to the disease.
• entire country under lockdown extended to May 3.
• travel restrictions (complete restriction of incoming international commercial passenger
aircraft and some restrictions on domestic travel including cancellation of domestic
passenger air traffic)
• closing educational establishments, gyms, museums, and theatres
• bans on mass gatherings; and encouraging firms to promote remote work
• On April 15, with a view to supporting economic activities, the government announced
several relaxation measures in geographical areas designated as non-hotspot, with effect
from April 20, 2020.

IMF
Support

The World Bank Group is deploying
up to $160 billion in long-term
financial support over the next 15
months – with an emphasis on
policy-based financing and
protecting the poorest households.

The World
Bank
Group
Response

This includes a $14 billion fast-track
package to respond to immediate
COVID-19 health and economic
needs.

We are also helping countries
access critically needed medical
supplies by reaching out to
suppliers on behalf of
governments.

The World Bank’s immediate,
emergency operational response for
health is meant for one purpose –
saving lives. It focuses on:

Preventing and limiting local
transmission, through laboratory
equipment, improved surveillance
systems, and training of front-line
responders.

Goods and services such as
gloves, masks, and portable
ventilators.

Building or expanding clinical
care facilities, such as
refurbishing intensive care units
or inpatient facilities in hospitals
and preparing quarantine
facilities.

Building systems for realtime community-based
disease surveillance and
through proactive,
evidence-based citizen
engagement.

Strengthening
collaboration for research
and response to facilitate
the development of
vaccines, therapeutics, and
other measures.

Countries are accessing support through a
dedicated, fast-track facility. In addition,
the World Bank is working worldwide to
redeploy existing resources in World Bank
financed projects, including through
restructuring, use of emergency
components of existing projects (CERCs)
and triggering of Catastrophe Deferred
Drawdowns (CAT DDOs).

A critical component of the
emergency response to this crisis is
engagement with the private sector,
so the International Finance
Corporation is playing a key role
supporting companies to continue
operating and to sustain jobs

$2 billion from the Real Sector Crisis
Response Facility, which will support
existing clients in the infrastructure,
manufacturing, agriculture and services
industries vulnerable to the pandemic. IFC
will offer loans to companies in need, and if
necessary, make equity investments. This
instrument will also help companies in the
healthcare sector that are seeing an
increase in demand.

$2 billion from the existing Global
Trade Finance Program, which will
cover the payment risks of financial
institutions so they can provide
trade financing to companies that
import and export goods. IFC
expects this will support small and
medium-sized enterprises involved
in global supply chains.

$2 billion from the Working Capital
Solutions program, which will
provide funding to emergingmarket banks to extend credit to
help businesses shore up their
working capital, the pool of funds
that firms use to pay their bills and
compensate workers.

$2 billion from the Global Trade
Liquidity Program, and the Critical
Commodities Finance Program,
both of which offer risk-sharing
support to local banks so they can
continue to finance companies in
emerging markets.
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We are also helping countries
access critically needed
medical supplies by reaching
out to suppliers on behalf of
governments.

Preventing and limiting local
transmission, through
laboratory equipment,
improved surveillance systems,
and training of front-line
responders.

Goods and services such as
gloves, masks, and portable
ventilators.

Building or expanding clinical
care facilities, such as
refurbishing intensive care
units or inpatient facilities in
hospitals and preparing
quarantine facilities.

Building systems for real-time
community-based disease
surveillance and through
proactive, evidence-based
citizen engagement.

Strengthening collaboration for
research and response to
facilitate the development of
vaccines, therapeutics, and
other measures.

Global Trade Finance Program,
which will cover the payment
risks of financial institutions so
they can provide trade
financing to companies that
import and export goods. IFC
expects this will support small
and medium-sized enterprises
involved in global supply
chains.

Working Capital Solutions
program, which will provide
funding to emerging-market
banks to extend credit to help
businesses shore up their
working capital, the pool of
funds that firms use to pay
their bills and compensate
workers.

Global Trade Liquidity Program,
and the Critical Commodities
Finance Program, both of which
offer risk-sharing support to
local banks so they can
continue to finance companies
in emerging markets.

Active Monitoring of Symptoms
The National Center for Health
Statistics (NCHS) collects death
certificate data from vital statistics
offices for all deaths occurring in
the United States. Based on death
certificate data available on April
16, 2020, 18.8% of all deaths
occurring during the week ending
April 11, 2020 (week 15) were due
to pneumonia, influenza or COVID19 (PIC). This percentage is above
the epidemic threshold of 7.0% for
week 15 and has been increasing
sharply since the end of February.

